John 8:31-36 - “True Freedom Comes from the Son”

Salvation comes by believing in Jesus Christ for eternal life, but experiencing freedom in our daily

life is found in abiding in His word as disciples, by living out our identity in Christ

The Biblical World - Understanding the Context:

In the temple courts during the Feast of Tabernacles, John tells us that many of the Jews listening to
Jesus believed in Him (v. 30-31). Their faith secured eternal life, but Jesus presses them further—into
the life of discipleship. To believe is to be saved forever; to abide is to walk in freedom. For centuries,
Israel had celebrated God’s deliverance from Egypt at this feast. Now, Jesus points them to a greater

deliverance—the freedom from sin’s power that only He, the Son, can give.

Passage Outline

e |.Believers are called to abide in Jesus’ word. (vv. 31-32)
e II. The Son alone delivers from slavery to sin. (vv. 33-34)

e |l True freedom is found only in Him. (vv. 35-36)

Passage Notes

I. Believers are called to abide in Jesus’ word. (vv. 31-32)

Jesus affirms those who believed in Him, then invites them deeper: “If you abide in My word, you are
My disciples indeed.” Abiding means continuing, remaining, holding to His teaching. This is not about
gaining salvation—they already believed. It is about experiencing transformation. To abide is to know

the truth personally, and that truth brings freedom from sin’s grip in daily life.

1. The Son alone delivers from slavery to sin. (vv. 33-34)

The religious leaders insisted they were free because of their heritage, but Jesus exposes the reality:
“Whoever commits sin is a slave of sin.” Religious background or national identity could not deliver
them. Sin enslaves, and no effort can break its chains. The problem isn’t external—it’s spiritual. Only

Christ can free His people from this bondage.



lIl. True freedom is found only in Him. (vv. 35-36)
A slave has no permanent place in the household, but a son does forever. Jesus declares, “Therefore if
the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” Freedom isn’t earned, inherited, or achieved—it is

granted by the Son. Freedom begins with a change of identity, experienced with obedience to the Son.

The Modern World - Relevance Today:
Our world equates freedom with independence, but that often leads to deeper bondage—to sin,
habits, or pride. True freedom isn’t doing whatever we want—it’s living in the life and power of the

Son. Abiding in His word shapes our identity, frees us from sin’s control, and leads us into lasting joy.

The World of the Congregation - Applying This Passage Today:
Many believers have eternal life but still live enslaved to fear, bitterness, or sin because they are not
abiding. Jesus promises that His word renews, His truth liberates, and His Spirit empowers. The Son

sets us free to walk in fellowship with God daily.

What This Means for Us
Salvation is the starting line; discipleship is the RACE.

e Am/ljust a believer, oram | also a disciple?

o > Make a daily habit of Scripture—let it shape your heart, not just inform your head.
If you have believed in Jesus, you are no longer a slave but a son or daughter.

e Are we still living like slaves to sin?
o - Letthe light of God’s word expose our darkness—trust in Jesus’ power to experience

victory in the Christian Life.
If you are in Christ, your place in God’s house is secure—

e You are not a slave who can be dismissed, but a son or daughter who remains forever.
o > Restin Christ alone—Live confidently in that freedom, and stop returning to chains

He has already broken.
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