
 
 
 
 
John 1:14-18 - The Word Became Flesh 

 

Historical Context 

●​ The concept of the Word becoming flesh counters both Jewish expectations of the Messiah and Greek 
philosophical ideas, offering a unique revelation of God.  

●​ This passage emphasizes Jesus' deity, humanity, and role as the ultimate revelation of God's grace and truth. 

Remote Context 

●​ The passage connects to Old Testament teachings about God’s revelation through the law and prophets, 
showing how Jesus surpasses these as the ultimate revelation.  

●​ It also aligns with Paul's teachings on grace, contrasting the limitations of the law with the fullness of grace 
through Christ ( Eph 2:8-9; Galatians 3:19–24; Hebrews 1:1–3). 

Immediate Context 

●​ John 1:14-18 concludes the prologue by focusing on the incarnation, the fullness of God's grace, and Jesus' 
unique role as the revealer of the Father. 

●​ It highlights Jesus' humanity and deity, His superiority to John the Baptist, and His fulfillment of the law. 

 

Passage Outline 

I. The Word Became Flesh and Dwelt Among Us (John 1:14) 

●​ Jesus became human, revealed God’s glory, and demonstrated His divine mission. His grace and truth 
embody the ultimate revelation of God’s character. 

II. John the Baptist’s Testimony of Jesus’ Supremacy (John 1:15) 

●​ John testifies to Jesus’ eternal nature and divine authority, pointing to Him as central to God’s redemptive 
plan. 

III. The Fullness of Grace Received in Christ (John 1:16) 

●​ Believers receive endless grace through Jesus, empowering spiritual rebirth, growth, and victorious living. 

IV. The Contrast Between Law and Grace (John 1:17) 

●​ The Law exposed sin but could not save, while Jesus brought grace, fulfilled the Law, and offered eternal life. 

V. Jesus Reveals the Father (John 1:18) 

●​ Jesus fully reveals God through His life and teachings, displaying God’s love, grace, and truth as the ultimate 
expression of His character. 

 

Passage Notes: John 1:14-18 

 

The Word Became Flesh and Revealed God’s Glory (John 1:14) 

●​ Jesus Reveals God’s Glory in Human Form: The Eternal word became human, Jesus made God’s presence 
personal and accessible, showcasing His divine nature through His life, miracles, and sacrifice. (1 Tim 3:16; 
Heb 4:15; Exo 25:8-9) 

●​ Jesus Embodies Grace and Truth: Jesus perfectly balances God’s grace and truth, providing salvation and a 
standard for righteous living. (Gal 2:20-21; Rom 1:16) 

Application: Jesus’ incarnation reminds believers of God’s immense love and calls them to reflect His grace and truth 
in daily life (John 13:34). 
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The Testimony of John the Baptist (John 1:15) 

●​ John the Baptist Testified to Jesus’ Eternal Supremacy: John humbly acknowledged Jesus as Preexistent, 
eternal and divine, fulfilling his role as a forerunner. (Matt 3:11) 

●​ John’s Testimony Emphasizes Jesus’ Centrality: John pointed to Jesus as the centerpiece of God’s redemptive 
plan, inspiring believers to exalt Him. (John 1:30-31, 34) 

Application: Believers are called to point others to Jesus and acknowledge His power in all areas of life (John 3:30). 

 

The Fullness of Grace in Jesus Christ (John 1:16) 

●​ Jesus’ Grace Empowers Both New Birth and Spiritual Growth: His grace enables spiritual rebirth and equips 

believers for continuous growth in faith. (Tit 3:5-6; Eph 2:4-5, 8-9)   
●​ Jesus’ Grace Is Inexhaustible and Foundational for the Christian Life: The phrase “grace for grace” reflects 

God’s ongoing favor, empowering believers to live victoriously. (Rom 5:21, 6:14, Titus 2:11-12) 

The Law and Grace Contrasted (John 1:17) 

●​ Jesus Fulfilled the Law and Revealed God’s Grace and Truth: The Law revealed sin, but Jesus brought grace 
and eternal life, marking the culmination of God’s plan. (Matt 5:17; Rom 3:20; Gal 3:22; Gal 4:4-5, Rom 6:23, 
Gal 3:13 Phil 2:6-8, Isa 53:4-6; Rom 5:8) 

●​ Jesus Surpasses the Law: Through His life and work, Jesus fulfills the Law’s purpose and invites all to trust in 
Him. (Rom 3:31; Gal 3:24-25; 2 Cor 3:7-8) 

The Son Reveals the Father (John 1:18) 

●​ Jesus Perfectly Reveals the Father: Jesus, through His intimate relationship with the Father, fully reveals 
God’s character to humanity. (John 14:9; Col 1:15; Heb 1:3)  

●​ Jesus’ Unique Authority as the Son: As the only Son, Jesus provides the ultimate revelation of God’s love and 
truth. Col 1:19, 2:9)  

 

Application: Trusting in God’s grace allows believers to live joyfully and confidently in their Christian walk (2 
Corinthians 12:9). Believers can rejoice in Jesus’ grace and truth, relying on Him for salvation and guidance (Romans 
8:2-4). Knowing that Jesus reveals the Father assures believers of God’s desire for an intimate relationship with them 
(John 14:9). 

 

Spiritual Truths 

 

Grace Not Law 

●​ The Mosaic Law revealed humanity’s sinfulness and pointed to the need for grace, which comes through faith 
in Jesus Christ (Galatians 3:24; Ephesians 2:8-9). Grace surpasses the Law by not only forgiving sin but also 
empowering believers to live in freedom from legalism (Romans 8:3-4). 

Grace Is Necessary 

●​ Grace bridges the gap between God’s holiness and human sinfulness, offering salvation through Jesus Christ 
(Romans 3:23-24). It is essential for both justification and sanctification, providing strength and victory over 
sin in the Christian life (Titus 2:11-12; 2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Grace Teaches Denial 

●​ Grace actively transforms believers, teaching them to deny ungodliness and live righteously (Titus 2:11-12). It 
motivates obedience out of gratitude, empowering believers to reject sin by yielding to the Holy Spirit and 
glorify God through Christlike living (Romans 6:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:14-15). 
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