John 8:21-30 - “If You Do Not Believe”

Jesus confronts the self-righteous with a sobering reality: unbelief leads to dying in sin, cut off from
God’s life. To reject Jesus as the only means of salvation is to remain in sin; to believe in Him is to

receive eternal life.

The Biblical World - Understanding the Context:

Jesusis still in the temple, speaking to religious leaders who refuse to believe in Him. Their rejection
wasn’t intellectual—it was spiritual blindness. They prided themselves on being children of Abraham
and experts in the law, yet they were blind to the very One God sent. Jesus confronts them with the
most serious warning: unless they believe in who He truly is, they will die in their sins. Thisisn’t a
message of condemnation—it’s a rescue mission. Jesus reveals His heavenly origin, His divine mission,

and the urgent need for personal faith.

Passage Outline

e |. Without faith in Jesus, people will die in their sin. (vv. 21-24)
e II. Jesus came from the Father to offer salvation. (vv. 25-27)

e |l His crucifixion will prove His identity. (vv. 28-30)

Passage Notes

1. Without faith in Jesus, people die in their sins. (vv. 21-24)

Jesus told the religious crowd, “You will die in your sin.” The Greek word hamartia refers to missing the
mark—failing to meet God’s standard. Jesus wasn’t speaking of behavior but of belief. Their sin was
refusing to believe in Him. He says clearly, “If you do not believe that | am He, you will die in your sins.”
The condition for eternal life is belief—nothing else.

1. Jesus came from the Father to offer salvation. (vv. 25-27)

The leaders ask, “Who are You?” and Jesus points them back to His consistent message: He came from
the Father with authority. But they still didn’t grasp what He was saying. Their hearts were hardened,
even while Jesus spoke what the Father had given Him.



l1l. His crucifixion will prove His identity. (vv. 28-30)

Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know...” The cross would be the clearest
revelation of who He is. The phrase “I Am” (Greek ego eimi) ties back to God’s name in Exodus. Jesus
was not just a teacher—He was the eternal Son sent to save. And even in this dark moment, many

believed in Him.

The Modern World - Relevance Today:
In a culture that avoids hard truths, Jesus still draws a line: belief in Him is the only way to avoid
spiritual death. There is no middle ground. The world offers many solutions, but only Jesus can deal

with sin.

The World of the Congregation - Applying This Passage Today:
People in our churches and families may be religious but still lost. What saves us isn’t knowledge,

tradition, or behavior—but believing that Jesus is who He says He is.

What This Means for Us

e Ifyou’ve believed in Him, remember the seriousness of unbelief in others
o Who around you needs to hear the gospel?
m > Urgently share Christ clearly and lovingly, because apart from Him
people will die in their sins.
o IWe are to speak God'’s truth without altering His message.
o Are we tempted to alter the simplicity of the gospel message to appeal to the pride of
man.
m > Always keep the gospel Christ centered and trust that God is working
through His Spirit.
e The cross looked like defeat, but it was God’s chosen moment of revelation.
o Wherein our life do we seem defeated?
m > Remember that God is faithful and can use our lowest point in life to

display His glory.
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